Challenges of a New Nation Study Guide 
1. The ______________________________ was the first constitution for the national government.  
It did not provide for an army, a president, or a way for collecting taxes.  

2. The ___________________ of the national government and the Articles of Confederation was highlighted by the events of Shay’s Rebellion.

3. Under the federal system the _________________ and ______________________ governments had to share the power to govern.  

4. The ____________________________ was held in Philadelphia to come up with a way to fix the Articles of Confederation which was too weak and left the National government powerless. At the convention they debated how _____________________ would be set up. The delegates at the Constitutional Convention tried to resolve how representation in Congress should be divided among the states.  Small states and large states had different ideas on how they thought it should be set up.  Only men attended, no women were allowed.  _______________________ wrote the Preamble to the Constitution at the Constitutional Convention. 

5. _________________________: this idea gave smaller states more power, it said that each state should get the _____________________ number of votes or representatives no matter how small or large the population

6. __________________________:  this idea gave larger states more power, it said that each state’s representatives and votes should be based on _______________________ live in that state.  The more people a state had the more representatives that state should send to congress to vote.  

7. ____________________________:  This plan was incorporated into the new Constitution.  The writers of the constitution compromised and took the New Jersey Plan and the Virginia Plan and combined them.  Congress would have two groups.  One group called the _________________ was based on the New Jersey Plan.  Each state would have two senators.  The other group the _________________________ would be based on the Virginia Plan.  Each state would send representatives based on how many people live in that state.  Larger states would have more representatives than smaller states in this group. 

8. They discussed ____________________ at the constitutional convention but nothing was accomplished or decided.  

9. Skipped
10. Soon after the Constitution was ratified many delegates insisted on adding _______________________ to it to protect the basic rights of the people.  

11. The writers of the Constitution added ____________________________ to the federal government to prevent any one branch from controlling the government.  

12. ____________________________ served 8 years as our first president.  

13. Skipped
14. ____________________________:  The introduction to the Constitution   We the people…
15. ____________________________:  changes that are added to the Constitution.  The writers of the Constitution protected it by making it possible to change.

16. _____________________________:  The first 10 amendments to the Constitution.  The Bill of Rights was not in place at the end of the Constitutional Convention, but was added later.
17. Skipped 
18. Three Branches of Government

1. ________________________:  carries out or enforces the laws, and has the power to veto bills.  The head of this branch is the ________________________________. 

2. _______________________________:  Called: ______________________ The Congress is divided into two parts:  The ______________________ and the _________________________________. The ____________________ Branch has the power to approve the appointments of the Supreme Court Justices, it also makes all national laws, and it has the power to impeach the president. 

3. __________________________: decides the meaning of the laws and decides whether laws follow the Constitution.  This highest court is made up of nine Justices called the _____________________________.

19. Skipped
20. What does Ratify mean? __________________________________________________________________________
Short Answer Questions on the Test

21. What was the original purpose of the Constitutional Convention of 1787?__________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

22. What agreement did the delegates at the Constitutional Convention finally reach under the Great Compromise?_______________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________23. What does it mean the United States of America is a republic?  __________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

24. What were three weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

25. What are checks and balances and why are they important? ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

